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for  the  year  1952. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1952,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
Alford  Urban  District. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  once  again  that  the  general 
health  of  the  town  has  been  quite  satisfactory  and  that  few  cases  of 
notifiable1  infectious  disease  have  been  reported  to  me  during  the 
year.  The  steady  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town 
has  continued  particularly  in  regard  to  the  conversion  of  pail  closets 
and  privy  vaults  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

The  year  started  with  a mild  winter  and  little  snow  and  frost  and 
was  succeeded  by  a cold  and  wet  spring,  this  again  was  followed  by  a 
very  dry  and  rather  cold  and  sunless  summer  and  autumn.  The 
shortage  of  rain  continued  well  into  October.  Hay-time  and  harvest 
were  early.  By  the  middle  of  November  winter  had  set  in  with  con- 
siderable frost  for  the  time  of  year. 

During  the  year  the  food  and  coal  situation  steadily  improved. 

In  the  early  summer  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith,  our  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 
Officer,  left  to  take  up  other  duties  and  after  three  months  with  no 
regular  Officer  Mr.  H.  Fell  came  from  Whitby  to  take  his  place. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  area  of  the  District  >is  unchanged  at  1,138  acres. 

The  estimated  population  is  2,152. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  £10,832.  The  value  of  a penny  rate 

£43/1/11.74. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  834. 

The  live  births  numbered  28 — 15  male  and  13  female.  This  figure 
compares  with  26  for  1951  and  37  for  1950.  The  28  births1,  represent  a 
crude  birthrate  of  13.01  per  thousand  of  the  population.  After  the 
application  of  the  comparability  factor,  which  affords  a means  of 
adjustment  to  make  allowance  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution of  the  population  in  different  areas,  a birthrate  of  14.8  is 
obtained.  This  latter  figure  compares  with  that  of  15.3  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  28  births,  2 were  illegitimate.  There 
was  one  still-birtK. 

The  deaths  numbered  23 — 10  male  and  13  female.  This  figure 
compares  with  43  in  1951  and  32  in  1950.  The  23  deaths  represent  a 
crude  deathrate  of  10.69  per  thousand  of  the  population  and  with  the 


application  of  the  comparability  figure  9.98. 
Country  was  11.3. 


The  figure  for  the  whole 


There  were  3 deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  A high 
figure  out  of  28  live  births,  but  statistics  in  a small  population  arc 
uilficult  to,  compare  with  figures  for  large  numbers  as  a small  variation 
makes  a considerable  change  in  percentage.  Of  the  three  deaths  in 
tins  group  one  was  in  an  infant  under  four  weeks  old. 


The  23  deatiis  included  3 due  to  Cancer,  5 to  Coronary  disease  of 
tne  heart,  5 to  other  heart  troubles,  2 to  vascular' disease  of  the  central 
nervous  system,  1 to  intestinal  trouble,  1 toi  kidney  disease,  2 ('infants) 
to  congenital  malformations;,  1 to  accident  and  3 to  other  diseases, 
ihere  were  no  deaths  due  to  motor  accidents  or  suicide. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Lincoln.  Complete  water  analyses  when  required  are 
sent  to  Messrs.  W.  W.  Taylor  of  Nottingham. 

Hospital,  Midwifery  and  Nursing  services  are  unchanged.  They 
continue  to  work  satisfactorily  .The  Alford  Memorial  Hospital  Board 
is  in  the  Grimsby  Hospital  Area.  It  does  not  admit  Midwifery  cases 
but  when  such  cases  require  hospital  treatment  admission  can  be  ob- 
tained at  Loutn,  Spilsby  or  Skegness. 

Infectious  diseases  requiring  admission  to  hospital  are  sent  to 
Scarthoe  Isolation,  except  in  the  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  all  such 
cases  being  sent  to  Lincoln. 

Veneieal  diseases  are  rarely  seen  now  and  no  cases  were  reported 

to  me  during  the  year.  A special  clinic  is  in  operation  for  sucli 
cases. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Alford  during  1952. 
Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  carried  out  by  the  local  medical 
practioners  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council.  This  disease 
which  until  a very  few  years  ago  was  such  a scourge  amongst  young 
children  is,  due  to  Immunisation,  almost  a thing  of  the  past  through- 
out the  Country.  Since  1944,  when  records  of  corrected  notifications 
wiie  first  kept,  the  number  of  notifications  has  fallen  from  over  23  000 
m that  year  to  a new  low  record  of  274  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
1952  and  the  deaths  from  934  to  31.  These  excellent  figures  are 

almost  entirely  due  to  immunisation.  Since  1940  over  ten  million 

v 1 dlCn  have  been  protected  in  this  way.  The  general  public  cannot 
be  reminded  too  often  that  unless  an  adequate  level  of  immunisation 
can  be  maintained  the  almost  complete  elimination  of  this  terrible 
disease  that  has  now  been  attained  will  not  continue.  All  babies 

should  be  immunised  before  their  first  birthday  and/ have  a “booster” 
dose  when  they  go  to  School.  r 


Prevalence  of  Disease.  The  Town  kept  very  free  from  notifiable 
disease  during  the  year  1952.  There  was  a'  small  outbreak  of  Whoop- 
ng  cough  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  which  fortunately  was  checked 
at  once  and  did  not  spread  to,  the  schools.  Towards  the  end  of  the 


year  there  were  a good  many  cases  of  a mild  type  of  Influenza,  which 
in  the  majority  of  cases  tookra  gastric  form. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a few  cases  of  Mumps  and  Chicken- 
pox  were  reported  by  the  schools*  but  did  not  spread. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  although  there  was  a great  deal  of 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  in  the  country,  Alford  maintained  its  good  record 
with  no  cases. 

Tiie  following  list  of  notifiable  diseases  occuring  in  the  Urban 


District  was  received  by  me  : — 

Measles  1 

Whooping-cough  10 

Pneumonia  6 

Tuberculosis  3 


Of  the  three  cases  of  Tuberculosis  two  were  of  the  Pulmonary 
type  and  the  other  was  a glandular  case.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
this  cause  compared  with  lour  in  1951  and  one  in  1950.  Throughout 
the  whole  country  tuberculosis  is  stiil  one  of  the  most  tragic  and 
widespread  diseases  of  the  present  day.  but  modern  methods  of 
diagnosis  and  treatment  are  steadily  getting  the  upper  hand  and  the 
deasthrate  from  this  disease  has  dropped  by  nearly  40  per  cent  in  the 
past  six  years.  The  day  is  coming  when  Tuberculosis  like  Diphtheria 
and  Small-pox  will  be  kept  under  control  by  the  medical  profession. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  diseases  notified  and  no  death 
from  any  maternal  cause. 

HOUSING. 

The  problem  of  the  sub-standard  houses  in  the  area  remains  un- 
changed, but  with  the  completion  of  the  projected  Council  houses  ir. 
should  be  possible  to  consider  this  problem  more  objectively  than  at 
present,  as  when  built  th  y should  go  far  to  the  elimination  of  the  list 
of  housing  applications.  In  the  use  of  the  expression  “sub-standard' 
I refer  not  to  those  dwellings  which  will  eventually  be  dealt  with  by 
demolition  only,  but  to  the  large  number  which  arc  borderline  cases 
where  statutory  fitness  cannot  readily1  be  reconciled  with  the  require- 
ment of  “reasonable  expense”. 

Housing  application.  There  are  01  live  applications  on  the 
Housing  List. 

Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority  0 

By  private  individuals  3 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  Alford  the  question  of  sites  for  house- 
building is  a considerable  difficulty.  In  spite  of  every  effort  by  the 
Council  much  valuable  time  was  lost  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  sites, 
culminating  in  an  Appeal  against  refusal  of  planning  permission  to 
develop  so-called  agricultural  land. 

No  houses  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  under  the  Housing 
Acts  during  the  year. 


I am  hoping  that  it  will  be  possible  before  long  to  carry  out  a 
detailed  housing  survey  of  properties  of  low  rateable  value  to  get  a 
more  up-to-date  picture  of  the  housing  problem.  Jhis  is  not  possible 
at  present,  however,  owing  to  inadequacy  of  staff. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Privy  Conversions.  Continued  progress  has  been  made  in  the 

conversion  of  pail  closets  and  privy  vaults  to  the  water  carriage 
system  under  the  Council’s  Grant  aided  scheme,  and  whilst  not 
spectacular  has  reduced  the  number  of  conversions  still  to  be  faced, 
in  addition  to  schemes  already  approved,  to  71. 

Of  the  390  privies  etc.  estimated  to  require  conversion  at  the 
commencement  of  the  scheme,  165  have  now  been  completed  and  of 
the  remainder  154  estimates  have  been  submitted  and  approved  and 
many  are  now  in  varying  stages  of  progress.  The  71  that  are  left 
may  be  termed  the  hard  core  and  amongst  these  a number  will  be 
found  at  premises  that  will  require  attention  at  a laten  date  under  the 
Housing  Act. 

Suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
scheme  should  mark  the  start  of  a compulsory  one,  and  I feel  that 
your  attention  should  again  be  drawn  to  the  many  difficulties  to  be 
encountered  in  operating  such  a scheme  in  a small  district  such  as 
Alford.  Doubtless  many  of  these  properties  will  be  found  to  be  in  or 
near  slum  clearance  categories  and  the  question  of  considerable  ex- 
penditure to  be  nullified  at  a later  date  is  worthy  of  serious 
consideration. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  Serious  concern  was  felt  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  when  the  sludge  drying  beds  ceased  to  func- 
tion efficiently  as  to  the  ability  of  the  plant  to  carry  the  imposed  load. 
Renovation  works  were  carried  out  to  all  the  beds  and  over  the  'ast 
four  months  of  the  year  a careful  check  has  been  kept  on  the  working 
and  behaviour  of  the  plant.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  despite 
a period  of  fairly  wet  weather  no  trouble  has  been  experienced  and  a 
reserve  of  one  bed  has  consistently  been  maintained. 

During  this  check  period  a further  disconcerting  factor  came  to 
light  when  it  was  found  that  owing  to  the  speed  with  wh'ich  the  filters 
are  compelled  to  function,  through  the  pumping  methods  in  force,  the 
filtration  plant  was  at  various  times  of  the  day  heavily  overloaded 
with  risk  of  it  being  permanently  damaged.  The  remedy  appears  to 
rest  in  the  use  of  the  controllable  electric  pumps  with  which  a steady 
load  can  be  passed  to  the  plant. 

Offensive  Trades.  One  firm  has  recommenced  operations  after  a 

lapse  caused  by  war  conditions  and  their  operations  have  already  been 
felt  in  sewer  maintenance  over  certain  stretches  of  sewdr. 

Refuse  Collection.  The  service  consists  of  a fortnightly  collection 

carried  out  by  two  men.  Complaints  of  non  collection  are  few  and 
can  usually  be  traced  to  the  intervention  of  a public  holiday.  At  the 


present  time  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  introduce  a weekly 
collection  but  on  the  completion  of  the  privy  conversion  scheme  re- 
organisation to  permit  of  this  should  be  possible. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  and  the  space  available  will  suffice 
for  some  years  to  come.  The  condition  of  the  tip  leaves  something  to 
be  desired  but  with  available  resources  a limit  is  set  to  improvement 
oi  the  conditions. 

Collection  of  salvage  has  been  discontinued  as  a regular  feature 
being  economically  unsatisfactory,  but  the  product  of  trade  waste 
collection  is  retained  in  a small  way. 

Rodent  Control.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  a part-time  oper- 
ator. He  has  ^iven  periodical  treatments  to  the  refuse  tip  and  the 
sewage  disposal  works,  and  they  are  very  free  from  vermin.  The 
operator  has  also  carried  out  treatment  at  various  private  premises  at 
liie  request  of  householders.  It  is  hoped  that  the  public  will  assist  in 
this  important  service  by  notifying  to  the  operator  any  evidence  of 
infestation. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  Town  water  supply  continues  to  be,  excellent  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

During  the  year  attempts  have  been  made  to  bring  about  a closer 
liaison  with  neighbouring  Authorities  for  mutual  aid,  but  little  pro- 
gress has  been  made.  In  the)  event  of  any  fairly  large  scale  assistance 
being  given  from  our  supply  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  capacity  of 
the  pumping  plant  will  require  to  be  increased. 

It  has  not  been  found  possible  during  the  ye)ar  to  connect  Tothby 
to  the  town’s  supply  but  I am  hoping  that  this  will  be  done  in  the  not 
too  distant  future. 

As  improvements  to  property  have  been  made  the  number  of  con- 
nections to  your  mains  have  increased  in  proportion.  20  new  con- 
nections have  been  made  during  the  year. 


MILK  AND  FOODS. 

Milk.  The  major  part  of  the  supplies  in  this  area  comes  from 

a local  Dairy  and  is  pasteurised.  No  additions  or  deletions  have  been 
made  in  the  number  of  persons  dealing  in  this  commodity. 

Food  Inspections.  There  was  no  change  in  the  number  oi 

persons  selling  ice-cream  in  the  town,  inspections  of  premises  have 
proved  satisfactory  in  all  cases.  Pre-packed  proprietary  brands  only 

are  sold  except  in  one  case. 

The  inspection  of  foodstuffs  has  been  carried  out  when  necessary 
and  certificates  issued  for  foods  voluntarily  surrended,  A small 
amount  of  foreign  tinned  ham  and  other  foods  were  condemned. 


In  conclusion  may  I convey  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  for  their  assistance  and  support,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge the  help  given  to  me  by  Mr.  H.  Fell,  our  Sanitary  Officer,  and 
other  officials  of  the  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  E.  WRIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


